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I 1N S1DE N

n a strange development,
Swede n, dis contente d wit
the working of WHO, has
finally decided to dash its
funding by 50% from its current
supporting limits. The Swedish
jgovernment in joint consultation
with two development authori-
ties-SIDA (Swedish Interna-
ttional Development Authority)
imd SAREC (Swedish Agency for
FRes earch Cooper& on)-has de-
cided to terminate the current
agreements with WHO. Swedish
contributionfor 1995 isnow  Pro-
jeectedat 5 1.75 million Kroner (Rs
207 million), as against 103.5
nillion Kroner (Rs 414 million),
promiscd earlier.
- The reasons attributable to this
g down is that Sweden feels
itsdlf being let down by the ineffi-
a and unprofessional approach
towadsfund utilisation by WHO.
ha letter to Dr Hiroshi Nakgjima,
Director-General, WHO, Mr
ierrc Schori, Swedish Minister

for Development of Cooperation
says. “During several cocasasat
the WHO Executive Board, as
wdl as the World Health Assem-
bly, member states have strongly
expressed the need for a reformed,

efficient and relevant WHO as
stated in the document, ‘Response

ﬁ_,mjm_um.—\mjov\”

to Global Change.” The reform
process as it has been progressing
did not have much impact on the
performance and effectiveness of
the organisation. There is a lack of
transparency and an apparent re-
luctance, on the part of WHO to
enter into a constructive dialogue

with Member States on the issues
involved and on the steps needed
to be taken by the organisation to
cary thereforms."

WHO, which is currently on its
199495 budget has a globa alo-
cation of 1.8 hillion dollars by
member countries, of which one

billion is granted by the member
countries for specifichealth
program mesunder the head'ex-
tra budgetary resources. The ba-
ance amount of 0.8 billion dollars
is alocated to WHO by way of
subscriptions by mem bercoun-
tries andWHO isfree to utilise the
amount for its own programmcs.

However, WHO sourccswhen
contacted were of the view that
Sweden must have reduced its
commitment by way of cutting
from extra budgetary resources;
their commitment in the form of
regular subscription remains in-
tact. Officids were of the opinion
that the major contributors to
WHO are very particular about
proper utiliution; they keep tabs
on how funds arc being utilissd
for specified purposes. If that is
not in order, they have all the
masons to dictate terms. Interest-
ingly, India’'s commitment to
WHO is 0.35% (89.3 million ru-
pees) as compared to an astound-
ing 25% (6370 million rupees)by
the USA and other European
countries.

Members cauntious

The Board of WHO and its
assembly has made a demand for
reform in its activities. "Sweden is
willing to continue supporting
WHO, in return the working sys-
tem has co be upgraded to a more
professond and efficient one," says
Mr Schori. “We want this decision
to influence the reformative works
of WHO, in order to make the
organisation play an important role
in the international health work of
human beings," he added. In view
of the current funding difficulties,
the board has requested the Direc-
tor Generd to shift5% (approx
USS 40 million) of the budgetary
resources towards activities with
the highest priority.

One thing is for certain-that
over the years the World Health
Organiution’s  efficiency has been
questioned and Sweden's example
may be just the tip of the iceberg
of ferment. Thex stuation amply
demonstrates that there is an ur-
gent need for timely action to be
taken before WHO loosesits grip
on the funding, and aso the good-
will, it currently enjoys.
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