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I1 W
H

O
 lack

s
tran

sp
aren

cy: M
e
m
b
e
r
s
 cm4tioas

Indranccl R
oy C

boudbu~
N

ew
 D

&
i

I
n a strange developm

ent,
S

w
ede

n, dis
contente

d w
ith

the w
orking o

f W
H

O
, has

finally decided to slash its

fun
ding by 50%

 from
 its current

supporting 
lim

its. T
he S

w
e

dish
governm

ent 
in 

joint 
consultation

w
ith 

tw
o 

developm
ent 

au
thori-

ties-S
ID

A
 

(S
w

ed
ish

 
In

tern
a

-

tional 
D

evelopm
ent 

A
uthority

)
m

d S
A

R
E

C
 (Sw

edish A
gency for

R
es

earch 
C

ooper&
on)-has 

de
-

ided 
to 

term
inate 

the 
current

greem
ents w

ith W
H

O
. Sw

edish
ontribution for 1995 is now 

pro-
ected at 5 1.75 m

illion K
roncr (R

s
07 

m
illion), 

as 
against 

103.5
illion

 K
roner (R

s 
414 

m
illion),

rom
iscd 

earlier.

billion is granted by the m
em

ber
c

o
u

n
trie

s 
fo

r spe
cific h

ealth
program

m
es under th

e he
ad 'ex-

tra budgetary resources’. T
he bal-

ance am
ount of 0.8 billion dollars

is allocated to W
H

O
 by w

ay of
subscriptions 

by 
m

em
ber coun-

tries
 and W

H
O

 is free to utilise the

am
ount 

for 
its 

ow
n 

program
m

cs.
H

o
w

ev
er, W

H
O

 
sourccsw

hen
co

ntacted
, w

ere of th
e 

view
 

that
S

w
eden 

m
ust 

have 
reduced its

com
m

itm
ent 

by 
w

ay 
of 

cutting
from

 
extra 

budgetary 
resources;

their com
m

itm
ent in the form

 of
re

gular 
subscription re

m
ains in-

tact. O
fficials w

ere of the opinion
that 

the 
m

ajor 
contributors 

to
W

H
O

 
are 

very 
particular 

about
proper 

utiliution; 
they keep tabs

on how
 funds arc being utilised

for 
specified 

purposes. 
If 

that 
is

not 
in 

order, they have all 
the

m
asons to dictate term

s. Interest-
ingly, 

India’s 
com

m
itm

ent 
to

W
H

O
 is 0.35%

 (89.3 m
illion ru-

pees) as com
pared to an astound-

ing 25%
 (6370 m

illion ru
p

ees) b
y

the 
U

SA
 

and 
other 

E
u

ro
p

ean
countries.

T
he B

oard of W
H

O
 and its

assem
bly has m

ade a dem
and for

reform
 in its activities. "S

w
eden is

w
illing 

to 
continue 

supporting
W

H
O

, in return the w
orking sys-

tem
 has co be upgraded to a m

ore
professional and efficient one," says
M

r Schori. “W
e w

ant this decision

to influence the reform
ative w

orks
of 

W
H

O
, 

in 
order 

to 
m

ake 
the

organisation play an im
portant role

in the international health w
ork of

hum
an beings," he added. In view

of the current funding difficulties,
th

e board has requested the D
irec-

to
r 

G
eneral to 

sh
ift 5%

 
(approx

U
SS 40 m

illion) of the budgetary
resources 

tow
ards 

activities 
w

ith
the 

highest 
priority.

T
he 

reasons 
attributable to this

step 
dow

n is that 
S

w
eden 

feels
itself being let dow

n by the ineffi-
at 

and 
unprofessional 

approach
tow

ards fund utilisation by W
H

O
.

In a letter to D
r H

iroshi N
akajim

a,
D

irector-G
eneral, 

W
H

O
, 

M
r

ierrc 
Schori, 

Sw
edish 

M
inister

for 
D

evelopm
ent 

of 
C

ooperation
to G

lobal C
hange.’ T

he reform
says: “D

uring several occasions at
process as it has been 

progressing
the 

W
H

O
 

E
xecutive 

B
oard, 

as
did not have m

uch im
pact on the

w
dl as the W

orld H
ealth A

ssem
- 

perform
ance 

and 
effectiveness 

of
bly, m

em
ber states have strongly

the organisation. T
here is a lack of

expressed the need for a reform
ed, 

transparency 
and 

an 
apparent 

re-
efficient 

and 
relevant 

W
H

O
 

as
luctance, on the part of W

H
O

 
to

stated in the docum
ent, ‘R

esponse
enter into a constructive dialogue

w
ith

 M
em

b
er States on the issues

involved and on the steps needed
to be taken

 by the organisation to
carry the reform

s."
W

H
O

, w
hich is currently on its

199495 budget has a global allo-
cation 

of 
1.8 

billion 
dollars 

by
m

em
ber 

countries, 
of 

w
hich 

one

O
ne thing is for certain-that

over the years the W
orld H

ealth
O

rganiution’s 
efficiency has been

questioned and Sw
eden’s exam

ple
m

ay be just the tip of the iceberg
of fcrm

cnt. T
hcx situation am

ply
dem

onstrates that there is an ur-
gent need for tim

ely action to be
taken before W

H
O

 looses its grip
on the funding, and also the good-
w

ill, it currently enjoys.
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