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Chlorination Alone Won’t Control Giardiasis

To the Editor: the F . D . A .  i s  cri\ically  imporlant.
Regarding giardia and cryplospori-

dium in our waler syslcms.  discussed
by Prol.  Daniel A. Okun in “We Need
Walershed Prolcction nnd  Fillra-
lion” (letter, May 26): Do no1 trust
chlorination to control (he inlcslinal
disease giardiasis.

T h e  altcrnativo  lo qu in ic r inc  is
mclronidazolc.  UJtforlunatcly,  mclro-
nidazolc  is ICSS cfleclivc and  i s  a
gastric irritant. Considering inlolcr-
ancc,  allergy  and faihtrc, I estimate
10 pcrccnl ol cases cannot be cured
with mc[ronida;?olc.

In  communi t ies  neighboring  the
Saranac Lake area  lhrcc substantial
epidemics  of giardiasis have been
traced  (0 conlaminated community
water systems lhal were chlorinaled.
Even the high concenlralion of chlo-
rine In swimming pools is ineffeclivc.

Giardia  is best eliminaled  by elthcr
heal (boiling  i s  not neccswry,  (he
temperalurc  of domestic hot waler
sulfites)  or ullra lillralion  (0 .5  mi -
cron absolute maximum pore diame.
ter). Communily  waler systems may
bc fillcrqd through sand fillers, which
are supposed, though they lack small
port size, KI trap giardia  b y  edhcr-
cncc  IO the sand parlicks.

Ciardlo  is now vbiquilnus,  a n d  I
WCBI  casts every month  (alid 1 ‘ a n d
m y  f a m i l y  mcmbcrs have h a d  il
many limes).

Difficull  casts  may rcquirc a corn-
binaliun  of bofh drugs.  To dalr: lhls
year  thJ% nmf’OJJkkJZOk  failUI?S

have been cut-cd with quinicrinc from
my dwindling personal  supply.

Since mctronidazole Is not F.D.A.
approved for giardiasis and since
quinicrine is no longer made,  lhcrc is
no longer  any cllectivc  giardia drug
approved  and available in this coun-
try! R I C H A R D  p.  HANDLER,  M.D.

Hcallh Officer, Town of Altamonl
Saranac Lake, N.Y., June  6, 1894
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T h e  most effeclivc  and oflen  bcsl
tolerated drug for Rlardiasis  is qulni-
crine.  A five-day course costing Only
several dollars usually suffices, &
fortunately qulnlcrln&  Is no Ion@
0blaGble  tn RZ7XEUXa~es.  IE
manufaclurer,  Sanoft-Winthrop, IOSI
ils source of raw malerial.
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Other sources are available 1 0
overseas  manufac:lurers,  ybt t h e y
have no1 been apprnvcd by the Food
and Drug Administration. Aclion  by .
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