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guinacrine

Quinacrine (111-146, which also has the generic name
mepacrine) has been a remarkable antimalarial drug, and
hence will be discussed in detail in Chapter XXIII. Ob-
viously, it has been given due consideration in reviews
on acridine derivatives [956, 9571. Quinacrine has been
shown to act through binding with DNA of parasites [cf.
1772, as well as Chapters I and XXIII]. Details on this
highly valuable antimalarial Icf. Appendix VIII, as well
as Chapter XXIII] make apparent the significant advance in
chemotherapy which it provided (as, in treatment of
giardiasis--Chapter XV--as well as certain helminth infesta-
tions, additional to malaria), despite undistinguished
amebicidal effects. As in the case of numerous other drugs
which are readily available, so III-146 has been tried as
an amebicide [300, 301, 894, 904, 905, 963-9711. It appears
that quinacrine alone does not have much effect against
intestinal forms of E. histolvtica. Combination with car-
barsone (111-48) produces enhanced anti-amebic action.
Some evidence of value of III-146 against the extra-intestinal
forms of the parasite has been given [cf. 9051. Such may be
considered as background for further investigation of
acridine types as potential amebicides.
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